
 
 

 

Homegroup Material Sunday 12th June 2022 

Colossians 3:18-4:1 
 

Pray 

 

Read Colossians 3:18-4:1 

 

Discuss: When you read this passage what do you find most 

helpful or encouraging? And what do you find most 

challenging?  

 

The sermon from Sunday concentrated mostly on the first 

two verses (18-19). The main points were as follows:  

 

- In all our relationships we have dignity in Jesus 

- In all our relationships we are called to submission like 

Jesus 

 

1. How do we see those two principles in these verses?  

 

2. How might they be applied in your relationships 

(marriage or otherwise)? [you might like to re visit the 

closing questions from the sermon which were:  

 
- Why do I find it hard to submit to others? 

- How do my relationships look different from the world around me? 



- In what way are the relationships we have in church reflecting the submission of 

Jesus? 

- Today, who is at the centre of my life? How is that reflected in my relationships and 

my work? 

 

 

 

vv.20-21: 

 

V.20 suggests an appropriate authority is given to parents 

over their children.  

3. How might this principle of obedience be worked out 

in practice (at the different stages of child development)?  

4. How might parents (v.21) embitter their children?  

 

3:22-4:1 

 

[NB slavery in the Roman empire was not quite the same as 

the trans-Atlantic slave trade, which is familiar to us in more 

recent history, though it was de-humanising nonetheless. Sadly 

Christians have used texts like this one to justify the slave 

trade. It may be your group wants to have a wider discussion 

on the issue of slavery and the bible. Some key texts to 

consider may be Gal3.28; Philemon 9-17 which suggest slavery 

is not compatible with the gospel. Leviticus 25:39-46 suggests 

slavery was ‘sanctioned’ in OT law…and Paul’s words in 

Colossians here suggest he takes slavery as a normal part of 

life. Other texts (Galatians/Philemon for example) indicate 

that the spiritual redemption secured in Jesus leads us to do 

away with hierarchical differences between us and especially 

the mis-treatment of fellow human beings. The tension 

(between the embedded reality of slavery in the ancient world 

and the trajectory of the Christian gospel – all are equal) is 



perhaps a little like our current society’s reliance on fossil fuels. 

It takes time to wean a society off something on which it is 

based and functions well with, even if most agree we should 

work towards eradicating their use.] 

 

With the issue of slavery itself set to one side, the most 

obvious and immediate application here is the context of 

employment. ‘Masters’ are employers and ‘slaves’ 

employees (it may feel more like slavery for some!).  

 

5. How does being a Christian affect your motivation at 

work? 

6. How does being a follower of Jesus affect your 

attitude/application in work? 

7. How does being a follower of Jesus keep those of us 

who are employers from becoming too big for our boots?  

 

 

Prayer: 

It is vital that you take time to pray for one another, 

especially if these verses have stirred any old or present 

scars to do with relationships.  

 

 

 

 

 


