
 
 

 

Homegroup Material  
Sunday 6th February – Isaiah 49:8-16 

 

Background: 

 

Isaiah 49 is one of the ‘servant songs’ found in this section of Isaiah. Theologians have long 

disputed this mysterious ‘servant’ in Isaiah. As with many examples of prophecy in the OT 

it is likely there are multiple ‘horizons of fulfilment’ (the servant may have been partially 

fulfilled in the person of Isaiah, or even King Cyrus). From the perspective of the NT it seems 

very clear that these servant songs find their ultimate fulfilment in the person of Jesus.  

 

Read 

Why not begin your study of Isaiah 49 by comparing it to Isaiah 42:1-9. Try to build a 

composite picture of this servant of the Lord: 

- What is his character like? 

- What is his mission?  

- Does anything stand out or surprise you? 

 

 

Worship 

As you share insights into the character and mission of Jesus, take time to turn those insights 

into prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

 

Re-read v.8-10 

As we look in more detail at what this promised servant will do, can you name specific 

ways in which Jesus fulfils this role of the servant (examples from Jesus’ life and teaching)?  

 

This servant will set the captives free; feed the hungry; give living water to the thirsty. Do 

you think this is primarily physical or spiritual? Why/why not?  

 

How does our answer to the question above impact our understanding of our lives as we 

seek to continue Jesus’ mission today? 

 

Pray 

Take some time before you move on to pray into this as you seek to live out the calling of 

Jesus. 

 

Re-read v.12-14 (and v.6-7) 

How did God’s plan for this servant shock the original hearers?  

In what ways does it challenge our expectations today? 

 



Re-read v.15-16 

Why are these verses of huge encouragement to the people of God?  

As a meditation on v.16 you might like to read John 19:17-18; 25-26. Or you could reflect on 

Romans 5:8. 

 

 

APPLY – How does this reminder and assurance of God’s love towards you make a 

difference to your life? You could consider: 

- Your devotional life 

- Your priorities in spending time 

- Your family relationships 

- Your view of marriage/romantic relationships 

- Your professional/working life 

 

How does knowing you are loved by God (at your very worst) affect you?  

Perhaps take time to pray in pairs for the love of God to be poured out into your hearts 

(Romans 5:5) and for that to transform you at your deepest level. You may want to share 

areas of your life which are at the moment ‘decompartmentalised’ from your faith. Ask the 

Holy Spirit to make God’s love real and felt.  

 

 

Rev. Tim Lewis  


