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Read 1 Samuel 13:1-4 

How does Saul’s start line up with what the Israelites expect from a king? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 13:5-8 

What are some examples you see here of things unravelling? 

Why do you think things go so badly for Saul? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 7:2-10 with chapter 13 in mind 

What differences do you see between these two chapters? 

 

What are some things that we put our trust in when we should not?  Why are these lesser 

things so tempting? 

 

What can we learn from the results of each chapter? 

Read 1 Samuel 7:11-14 

Read 1 Samuel 13:15-22 

 

Saul knows that he needs to depend on God.  For this situation he has been given clear 

instructions to wait seven days for Samuel (see 1 Sam 10:8) to come and offer an offering 

to God before they attack. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 13:9-12 

What would this have felt like for Saul? 

Why would God put Saul in this situation? 

How does Saul justify his actions, or what might you do or say in his position? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 13:13-14 

There is a high value in the bible, when God speaks, on doing things exactly as God has 

said.  What examples can you think of when people have got this correct and seen God 

work in miraculous ways? 

There are also times when God’s judgement falls on people for not doing what he has said 

as we see here.  What other examples of this can you think of from the bible? 

What reasons might there be for someone to not do as God has said? 

 

Saul doesn’t fully obey God again in chapter 15, and tries to justify his actions.  We get this 

response through Samuel, and finally some honest repentance from Saul. 

Why do you think it took so long for Saul to admit his mistakes and repent? 
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What does it mean to say that rebellion is like the sin of divination, or arrogance is like the 

evil of idolatry?  How can these things be compared? 

 

Why did God have Saul wait seven days?  What is the purpose of this? 

How might pressure reveal the depth of a person’s heart?  How should we respond when 

this happens in our own lives? 

 

Do you have any pointers about how to handle pressure in a godly manner from your own 

life?  What might be helpful for someone else? 

 

In chapter 13 and 15 Saul comes up with good sounding excuses even if he is clearly lying in 

chapter 15.  How might we try to convince ourselves of the wrong things at times, and how 

can we counteract this? 

 

How do these passages show that Saul’s heart was not good enough for him to be king?  

How is this confirmed by what we see later in his life? 

What can we learn from Saul’s life for ourselves? 

 

Shawn Swinney  


