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                        A Grateful Heart: The God Who Helps Us 

1 Samuel 7:2-17 – 

Sunday 2 Oct 2022 – Small Group Notes 

 

Read 1 Samuel 7:2 

What is the history leading the Ark to this place? 

What point is the writer making here? 

What would this have been like for Israel?  Can you think of a modern equivalent? 

How would they have gotten used to this arrangement for 20 years? 

Our herd instinct can help us to overlook cultural failings.  How can we live within a culture 

and yet become aware of the failings of a whole group of people? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 7:2-6 

In modern times we often make our confession personal and quick.  We need to guard 

against a forgiveness based on works, but also we can learn from how robust their 

confession was. 

What can you see in these verses that they did as part of turning back to God? 

Which of these would you find most significant? 

When might it be helpful to have such a clear ‘before and after’?  When might this not be 

helpful? 

 

Read Acts 19:19 

Did they need to burn their scrolls?  Why or why not? 

What can we learn from this for ourselves today? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 7:7-11 

What would it have felt like for them at this time?  Can you imagine what it was like to be 

in their situation? 

What is right about what Samuel, or the Israelites did in this passage? 
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What might it have felt like for Israel when the Lord ‘thundered a great thunder’ and the 

Philistines ran? 

 

Read 1 Samuel 7:12 

What difference does verse twelve make?  Why go through this trouble? 

What might this look like in our lives? 

What are some examples of things that you could have marked in the past? 

Why is it good to have physical reminders of things we want to remember? 

Do you have anything you can point to as a physical reminder of something God did in the 

past?  What is it?  What happened? 

 

Shawn  


